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1.0 Objective 

1.1 The purpose of this guideline is to establish the proper operating procedures for using the Hurst Rabbit Tool 
for forcible entry operations. 

 
2.0 Responsibility 

2.1 It is the responsibility of all Department personnel to understand the procedures documented in this Standard 
Operating Guideline. 

 
3.0 Safety Precautions 

2.1 General Operation 

2.1.1 Before operating the pump, make sure all hose connections are tightened. Connections only need to 
be tightened securely and leak-free. Over tightening may cause high pressure fittings to split at a 
lower pressure than their rated capacity. Avoid coming in contact with the hydraulic fluid. 

2.1.2 Should a hydraulic hose ever rupture, burst, or need to be disconnected, shift the control lever twice to 
release all pressure. Never attempt to grasp a leaking hose with your hands. The force of escaping 
hydraulic fluid could cause injury. 

2.1.3 Do not subject the hose to potential hazards such as fire, extreme heat or cold, sharp surfaces, or 
heavy impact. Do not allow the hose to kink, twist, curl, or bend so tightly that the fluid flow within 
the hose is blocked or reduced. Periodically inspect the hose for wear because any of these conditions 
can damage the hose and possibly result in personal injury. This should be done during the Monday 
apparatus check. 

2.1.4 Hose material and coupler seals must be compatible with the hydraulic fluid used. Hoses also must 
not come in contact with toxic materials such as creosote impregnated objects and some paints. Never 
paint the hose or couplings. 

2.2 Pump 

2.2.1 Do not exceed the P.S.I. rating (10,000 psi) noted on the pump name plate or tamper with the internal 
high pressure relief valve. 

2.3 Jaw/Cylinder Assembly 

2.3.1 Inspect each cylinder before each use. Failure to inspect may allow unsafe conditions to develop. 

2.3.2 To help prevent material fatigue if the cylinder is to be used in continuous application, the load should 
not exceed 85% of the rated cylinder load limit. 

2.3.3 Never use extreme heat to disassemble a hydraulic ram or cylinder. Metal fatigue can lead to unsafe 
conditions. 

 
3.0 Operating Instructions 

3.1 To use the Rabbit Tool, insert the jaws of the tool between the door and jamb. If there is not enough space for 
the jaws (approximately 1/4”), create a larger opening with the supplied pry bar or strike the jaw anvil with the 
supplied hammer. 

3.2 While holding the Rabbit Tool in place, activate the tool by turning the pump relief valve knob towards the 
hose and pumping the handle up and down. 

3.3 To relieve the pressure and close the tool, turn the relief valve knob towards the rear of the pump. The tool will 
automatically retract. 
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4.0 Maintenance and Storage 

4.1 If the tool has been exposed to water, sand or dirt, clean the unit before storage. You may clean the unit with 
soap and water. 

4.2 If the Rabbit Tool needs fluid maintenance, forward the unit to the Fire Department mechanic for service. 

4.3 Store the Rabbit Tool in the provided carrying bag. 
 

5.0 Reference 

5.1 Highland Park Fire Department 

5.2 Hurst Rabbit Tool Operating Manual 
 
 

 

Approved: Fire Chief 
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